
FAQ: Study.com Working Scholars 

 

Working Scholars is a community-funded free college initiative that helps busy adults earn a free 

bachelor’s degree entirely online. All costs of the degree are community funded: covered by the local 

business community, philanthropic organizations, grants, donations and more. Students take all courses 

online through Study.com and Thomas Edison State University. There are no books, just 5-minute video 

lessons that can be viewed on a computer, tablet or smartphone.   

 

Is it really free for students? 

Yes. All costs are community funded so there are no out-of-pocket expenses for a Working Scholar. 

 

What is the cost for the community? 

The program addresses the college affordability problem at the root, by lowering the total cost of the 

degree to under $8500 (vs over $128k at a private university and over $36k at a public university 

according to College Board)  through discounted fees and low-cost transferable credit. This discounted 

amount is then covered by a combination of corporate and private sponsorships. In fact, Study.com 

recently won a $100k Inspire grant to expand Mountain View Working Scholars.  

 

Who grants the degree? 

Students will ultimately earn a bachelor’s degree in business or liberal arts from Thomas Edison State 

University, a four-year accredited university based in New Jersey. Students would first use Study.com’s 

College Accelerator program to complete nearly all course requirements. Those credits would then 

transfer to Thomas Edison State University, where students would earn remaining credits through TECEP 

exams and an online capstone course. 

 

What is TECEP? 

Thomas Edison Credit-by-Examination Program (TECEP) helps students earn credit by taking exams 

instead of courses. TECEP exams can be administered online through Thomas Edison State University 

and students can use Study.com to prep for them.  

 

What is the Working Scholars application process like? 

Qualified students need to fill out a short online survey and complete an initial college readiness and 

financial literacy course in order to be considered for the program. Applicants are accepted on a first 

come, first serve basis. 

 

Who qualifies to participate in Working Scholars? 

The applicant must live or work in a participating city, be over 13 years old and have a high school 

diploma or GED.  

 

Where is Working Scholars available? 

The Working Scholars program is currently offered in Mountain View, CA; Gilroy, CA; and East Palo Alto, 

CA. There are plans to expand the program to various cities in the Bay Area.  

 

 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/college-costs/college-costs-faqs
http://www.prweb.com/releases/2017/05/prweb14312892.htm


Besides cost, what are the other benefits of Working Scholars? 

Not only does the Working Scholars program address cost, it also addresses the inconvenience of 

juggling school with family life and work. The program’s online format and short video lessons offers 

flexible, on-the-go learning for working adults. In addition to a bachelor’s degree, students also learn 

valuable life and work skills such as financial literacy, personal branding, leadership and more. All 

applicants of the Working Scholars program have access to the personal finance course and a 3-month 

trial to Study.com sponsored by Guardian Life Insurance Company of America.  

 


